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Principal’s Pen ……..                                                                                        
Our week began with a Total Solar Eclipse . . . and it just improved from there!  I hope that your child is 

telling you about school each day.  Questions to ask might be: 
 

• What was your ‘specials’ class today?  (art, music, PE, media center) 

• Tell me something about math, reading, etc. (choose only one) 
 

I have years of experience getting my own children to tell me about their school day.  I think of myself 

as a ‘young Mom’, but my own children are in high school and college.  Some students are very chat-

ty, while others answer ‘fine’.  Here is a little advice that I would share:  Don’t make the conversation 

feel like an interrogation.  When a parent asks lots of questions, it feels like an interrogation.  Try to make 

statements instead.  You might say, ‘You had PE today. ‘ or ‘I know that your class is learning about po-

ems.’ Often, a prompt like that will get a child talking.   
 

Last week, I wrote about how students should be dropped off in the morning before school along Sex-

ton Road.  Parents should remain in the car and pull all the way forward.  Please do not pull around to 

the driveway along Grand to drop off your child.  There is no supervision there.  Also, there is often quite 

a bit of traffic with delivery trucks, staff arrival, etc.  The playground gates will be locked during morning 

recess beginning Monday, August 28.  Please help keep all students (and your child) safe by dropping 

off in the front of school only.  If your child needs a little extra time, or you need to get out of the car, 

please pull onto Woodlawn.  You can cross the street with our crossing guard. 

 Unit News 

Unit A  Friday, September 1, from 2:00- 2:40, is 

our first Munch and Read of the school year. Unit 

A  invites parents, grandparents, or special adult 

friends to come celebrate reading with their stu-

dents. Younger siblings who enjoy books are wel-

come to join us as well. Check the Ridgeway cal-

endar for all of the Munch and Read dates for 

the school year.  
  

Because our classrooms change temperature 

throughout the day, we recommend that stu-

dents keep a jacket or sweatshirt in their back-

packs. Please be sure all outerwear has your 

child’s name on it.  
 

Our library check out starts this Wednesday, look 

for your student to bring home two library books.  

Unit B  Please look through your child’s Fri-

day Folder for Scholastic Book orders and 

Math Homework information.   

Unit C  Today your child is bringing home a 

letter for volunteer opportunities in Unit C. 

Please complete it by Friday, September 8. 

Your child can turn it into his/her homeroom 

teacher.  
 

                    

Next week your child will receive a To Do List 

from his/her homeroom teacher. This docu-

ment will include homework assignments, due 

dates, and reminders for the week. Your child 

is in charge of keeping track of this in his/her 

home-to-school folder until the end of the 

week. Please review it with your child. Each 

teacher will require a parent signature for a 

period of time to encourage communica-

tion.   

http://www.columbia.k12.mo.us/rwe


ABCD Calendar 
 

Monday, August 28 …  B Day 
Tuesday, August 29 … C Day 
Wednesday, August 30 … D Day 
Thursday, August 31 … A Day 
Friday, September 1 … B Day 
 
Please have your child wear tennis 
shoes to school the day they have PE. 

 

Looking ahead to School Events ~ please mark your calendars ! 
September 1–  Munch and Read , 2:00-2:40, Unit A parents are welcome! 

September 4 -   No School, Labor Day Holiday 

September 12 - PTSA Social at 6:00, All parents are invited to attend 

                          PTSA Begins at 6:30 

September 19 - Picture Day! School pictures are taken in the morning. 

September 19 - Back to School Night for Units B & C , 5:30 - 6:30 

September 25 - No School, Teacher Collaboration 

September 26 - Unit A Curriculum Night, 6:00 -7:00  

Meet our Fall Semester Student Teachers from Columbia College! 
 

Hi! I’m Paige Paalhar, a Unit B student teacher with Mrs. Rice. I am 
from Marceline, MO commonly known as the home of Walt Disney! I just 
moved back to Columbia for this learning journey thanks to Ridgeway 
Elementary!  
 

My name is Kasey Nichols and I am student teaching with Mr. Gramke 
in Unit B. I am from Columbia, attend Columbia College, and am cur-
rently working on my masters’ degree in teaching. I am excited to be a 
part of the Ridgeway family and am looking forward to learning from 
everyone! 

Hi, I'm Bridget Emerson. Some of you may know me as Miss Phillips, 
but I recently got married! I'm student teaching in Unit A with Mrs. 
Lyman. I am from Columbia, MO. Go Kewpies! I am so excited to be a   
part of the Ridgeway family! 

Left to right: Ms. Paalhar, Ms. Nichols  

And Mrs. Emerson  

Friends of Oak Towers Club 

All Ridgeway students are invited to participate 

in our Friends of Oak Towers Club.  The club 

meets once a month throughout the school year. 

Please see the flyer going home today for de-

tailed information, dates and times of club meet-

ings, and to sign up. Ridgeway and Oak Towers 

(the apartment building on the corner of Garth 

and Sexton) have been building a partnership for 

years.  This club allows our students to interact, 

build relationships, and to serve the residents and 

staff there. This club is also an opportunity for 

Ridgeway students of all ages to work together. 

Parent and grandparent volunteers are encour-

aged to join us when you can as well.  

Mrs. Windy Shull 


